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ABOUT WORD OF PEACE

Word of Peace Lutheran Church is a congregation in
Rogers, Minnesota, a northwest suburb of Minneapolis.
We are a growing congregation filled with young fami-
lies and retirees. We have over 3,000 baptized mem-
bers and nearly 1,200 active families. Approximately
300 people participate in our 20 Adult Education and
Small Group opportunities. Word of Peace is a member
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

THE LUTHERAN TRADITION

As part of the ELCA, we believe in basic principles off
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alone, Faith alone, Scripture alon&Ve believe we are ¢

saved by thegrace of God aloneand not by anything
that we do. We believe that our salvation is through
faith alone? a confident trust in God, who in Christ
promises us forgiveness, life and salvation. We also
believe that theBible is the normfor faith and life? the

true standard by which teachings and doctrines are to |

be judged. This being said, Lutherans also believe that
the Bible is the inspired Word of God: that the history
and context is to be taken into consideration when
interpreting it. Learn more about the Lutheran denomi-
nation online at www.elca.org

WORSHIP & CHURCH

For Lutherans, worship lies at the heart of how we
understand ourselves together. We believe that we are
a part of a community of faith that is called to be in
fellowship with other believers. While some of the
approaches to worship may differ from one congrega-
tion to another, we hold certain things in common.
There is a basic pattern for worship among Lutherans.
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ship is fundamentally about whatGod is doingand our
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Spirit calls us together. God speaks to us through read-
ings from the Old and New Testaments of the Bible,
through preaching, prayer, and song. God feeds and
nourishes us in a saving way. And God blesses us an
sends us in mission to the world. Worship is an en-
counter with God, who saves us through the life, death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Word of Peace offers
three styles of worship services: Traditional, Blended,
and Contemporary.

ABOUT WORD OF PEACE

Word of Peace is open to all, regardless of background.
We strive to be a welcoming community that proclaims
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Christ and make Christ known to others. We offer a
variety of programming options and ministry teams to
help members of our congregation grow in their faith.
You do not need to be a member of our congregation to
participate in any of these programs, volunteer, or take
Holy Communion. Our mission is to welcome all people
to share a passionate faith in Christ by worshipping,
teaching, serving, loving and praying together. To learn
more, please visit our website at
www.wordofpeace.org.
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Dear Friends,

Welcome to Word of Peace! We are a community of faith that celebrates our
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Bible reading, service, fellowship and giving. Our goal is simple: we want
people to have a passionate relationship with God so that they will go into
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As a parentyouare the primary faith teacher in your family. Our responsi-

bility is to support you in this role and it is our hope and prayer that you
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Christian faith.

Word of Peace strives to be a loving and welcoming community that pro-
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Kristin Skare

Kristin Skare
Director of Education, Word of Peace Lutheran Church



ABOUT SPARK! CHURCH SCHOOL

Unlike any other Sunday School faith formation program, the Bible serves
as the primary learner resource to help our kids become familiar with the
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Agespecific Bible goals set for each age level help ensure kids in our

congregation will engage with their Bibles in age appropriate ways. Every

child in our church school program receives their own personal copy of the

Spark! Bible. For you convenience, we offer four sessions of church school % %™’

on Sunday mornings and Monday evenings. To register for one of the OO B VO -
sessions listed below, please complete a registration form online or stop by‘U A6

our Education Office at Word of Peace Lutheran Church. ‘5_
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Sunday 9:20 AM Monday 5:00 PM ris?
Sunday 10:50 AM Monday 6:30 PM

AGE 3 Present ways for kids to learn the Bible stories and understand
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PRE Kn K Present ways for kids to relate with Bible characters and put
themselves in the Bible story.

GRADE 11 2 Present ways for kids to comprehend stories, identify h .
with characters and apply actions they can take in their own lives. 5 T I

ngs Yol

* All people are welcome at Word of Peace.
You do not need to be a member of our
congregation to participate in any ministry,

GRADE 5 Present ways for kids to know the Bible well enough to dig take Holy Communion, or volunteer.

further into the stories, to interpret & determine ways to apply & compare

Bible text to their own lives.

GRADE 31 4 Present ways for kids to understand the structure of the

Bible and be able to navigate within the Bible to find stories they know or
want to explore.

* Our ministry is managed by volunteers.
Without the support of hundreds of wonderful
volunteers each year, our programs would not

B Spark! Story Bible be possible.

- * Easy to read alouduses creative language familiar i i i
cﬂ.ﬂa to cr):ildren and full page, vibrant artv?ork? * \é\/i S;,trli\/ ertooprr,mr/rl]d: r? fafe fa n: rsuppa(l) r|t Iv|e Go
=
 STORYEIBLE! .+ 150 Bible stories an excellent foundation for a
v biblical education * Education ministries are funded by your gifts.
| * Encourages imagination through images and text that weekly financial offerings provided by our
is engaging, thought provoking and fun! congregation and our registration fees.
* The very youngest will delight in finding a familiar . . . : .
caterpillar character in every spread. * The inability to pay registrations fees will
* Designed for Ager3Grade 2 NEVER prevent any family from participat-

ing in our education ministry.
Spark! NRSV

* Plays an essential role in every Spark! lesson

* Stickers help kids engage with the Bible by thinking
about the text in a personal way with statements link
L YSY2NRT SR AlHéIZ dal 18:¢
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* Encourages kids to engage with Scripture with activity
suggestions and reflective questions

* Designed for students in Grade &rade 5
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MEETOUR STAFFMEMBERS

Kristin Skare, Director of Education

P: 763.496.2404 E: kskare@woplc.org

Kristin Skare has been on staff for 10 ye8ise is a graduate

of St. Olaf College with professional experience in teaching
and marketing/event planningHer home is filled with three
great children, two odd dogs, and one goofy husband who is
also on staff at Word of Peac&he is passionate about choc-
olate, singing, theater, and spending time with family and
friends.

Lisa Buck, Assistant Director of Education

P: 763.496.2405 E: Ibuck@woplc.org

Lisa Buck has been a member of Word of Peace for 8 years
and has worked here for 5 yearShe lives in Rogers with her
husband Tim, her children Erin (13) and Eric (10), and the zoo
2F FyAYlFta GKIG
and baking and watching movies with her family.

Rachel Smith, Assistant Director of Education

P: 763.496.2423 E: rsmith@woplc.org

Rachel Smith is a 2007 graduate of Concordia College in Moor-
head, Minn. She has been a member of Word of Peace for over
20 years, and is entering hef' §ear on staff. Rachel currently
lives in Buffalo with her husband Michael and dogs Maggie &
Sookie. She enjoys gardening, cooking, entertaining, loves ice
cream and looks forward to hanging out with family & friends.

Carrie Fischer, Confirmation Coordinator
P: 763.496.2422 E: cfischer@woplc.org

entering her second year as the Confirmation Coordinator.
Carrie and her husband live in Rogers along with their two
children (Chase 8 and Katilyn ®).our free time we enjoy going
to Twins games.
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drends Ministry

As we deswe to grow in our Christian faith, we
continually want to become closer to God.
No matter what stage you are at in your journey,
Word of Peace offers multiple opportunities to
learn and grow in your life of faith and develop
supportive friendships with other Christians.

Life pulls families in many directions, however, at Word of Peace
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We strive to be a loving and welcoming community that proclaims
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SPARK! CHURCH SCHOOL
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shg differept ways kids learn. Kids explore their
faith through interactive activities and games, colorful lesson leaf-
lets, creative art projects, and engaging music. All kids explore the
same Bible story each week, yet each age level focuses on the stc
ry in an age appropriate way. Each child is given their own Spark
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every week. These lessons are lead byteaxhers in your chil-
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CHI LDREN®S OFFERI NG

At Word of Peace, we teach our children that everything we are
and everything we have is a gift from God. As Christians, we nee
to give back to God by sharing our blessings with others. Eact
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Carrie Fischer has been a member of Word of Peace for over 11 profit organizations outside of Word of Peace. Offering envelopes
years. She has been the Nursery Coordinator for 2 years and is are distributed to three yeaolds and new students each year and

are also available upon request.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call any
member of our Education Department at 763.496.2400.



Baptism

Ages: All Ages

1st Monday each Month

Monthly baptism classes are offered for all
people who wish to be baptized or who
wish to have their babies or children bap-
tized. Baptisms can be held publicly or
privately and are performed by Word of
Peace pastors. Baptisms can be arranged
by contacting Kathy Roline or Jennie Priebe
at 763.496.2400.

SPLASH!

Ages: Birth i 3 yrs

Year Round

Splash! is a birth to -gearold program
that supports the central role of parents in
the faith formation of their infant. A
Splash! newsletter that addresses child
and faith development is mailed monthly
to families. In addition, once a year until
infants are three years old, you will receive
an age appropriate faith based music CD.
All babies born to Word of Peace families
and/or all babies baptized at Word of
Peace are enrolled in Splash!

Kids of Peace

Preschool

Ages: 3yrsfi 5yrs

September i May
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preschool. Kids of Peace partners with
parents to nurture young children spiritual-
ly, intellectually, emotionally and socially.
We want every child who attends Kids of
Peace to know that they are loved by their
heavenly Father. Classes are offered to 3
yearolds on Tuesday & Thursday. Classes
are offered to 4yearolds and 5yearolds
on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Morn-
ing and afternoon sessions are available.

SPARK! Church School

Ages: 3 yrsfi 5th Grade

September i May

SPARK! church school ministry actively
Sy3dlra3s8a OKAf RNBY Ay
participate in both small and large group

settings. During small group time, teachers
use the Bible, curriculum, games, activities
and crafts to teach a weekly lesson. During
large group, classes come together to wor-
ship though song, scripture, prayer and

offering. Four sessions are available on
Sunday mornings and Monday evenings.

Bible Blast!

Ages: 3 yrs & 3rd Grade

September & April

Each year, Word of Peace strives to place a
Bible into the hands of every child in our
congregation. Every -gr-old receives a
story Bible specifically designed for their
developmental stage. 3rd Graders and up
will receive a version of the NRSV Bible
uniquely formatted for their upper ele-
mentary years. Finally, 6th graders enter-
ing Confirmation are provided with the
NRSV Student Bible. We believe it is a joy
2 3IA@PS GKSaSs
Word and ask each family to prayerfully
consider donating to the Bible Blast fund-
raiser.

Christmas Program

Ages: 3 yrsii 5th Grade

December

Children who wish to participate in the

annual Christmas program will need to

attend Thursday evening rehearsals begin-

ning in the fall. Christmas programs are

performed during worship services and are
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ship Minister, Michael Sahlen.

Celebrate Communion
Ages: 5th Grade
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Although children of ALL ages are welcome
to take communion, 5th Grade is the tradi-
tional time Word of Peace offers students
and their families the opportunity to par-
ticipate in Communion classes. Classes are
a time for students to learn the meaning of
Communion and are taught by Pastor Kris-
ta Strum and Parish Worker Beth Brekke.
Registration forms are mailed prior to Fall,
Winter & Spring sessions. Celebrate Com-
munion is one of the milestones of our
Keeping the Promise family faith program.

Vacation Bible School
Ages: 4 yrsii 5th Grade
DERaROZIMEE2 NR® / KAf RNBY
Vacation Bible School is a welekg sum-
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ing! Children rotate though five exciting
activity rooms and experience dynamic
learning each morning. Register in January.
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Summer Camp

Ages: 2ndfi 12th Grade

June

Children who are in 2nd Grade and older
have the opportunity to attend a camp
experience for their unique age level. 2nd
& 3rd Grade students may attend SEEDS,
an brief weekend introduction to camp
life. 4tht 6th Graders have the opportuni-
ty to attend a weekong camp sessions at
Camp Wapo. A weekend Family Camp is
also available for families of all shapes &
sizes.
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Confirmation

Ages: 6thi 8th Grade

September fi May

Word of Peace Confirmation is a dynamic
ministry that prepares Middle School stu-
dents (& 8) to connect faith to daily life,
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chism, and prepare students to reaffirm
their baptism. Students attend larggroup
and smalkgroup sessions as well as serv-
ant/fellowship events. To register, please
contact Carrie Fischer at 763.496.2406.

340

NOTHING
absolutely
NOTHING

can separate

us from the

LOVE OF

GOD.

Romans 8:38
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Youth Ministry

As your child continues to grow, the Word of Peace Youth Staff have a number
of exciting ministry opportunities geared specifically for teens and tweens.

MIDDLE SCHOOL MINISTRY

Middle School Ministry, also known as MSM, offers 6th8th Grade students a
fun way to meet other kids and to connect to Christ. A variety of outings, even-
ing activities and studies actively invite your child to continue on their faith
Ei OO1T Aus
days and three nights filled with surprises sure to engage your tween!

HIGH SCHOOL MINISTRY

Following Middle School, High Schoolers are giving the chance to put their
faith into action. Teaching students to SERVE is our first priority. Students in
9th? 12th grade have the opportunity to attend small groups on Wednesday
evenings, Wednesday night summer campfires, large group worship on Mon-
day evenings, mission trips, summer camps, and regional and national youth
gatherings.

If you are interested in receiving more information about Middle School and
High School Youth opportunities, please contact Dain Swanson, or Mari Reed
at 763.496.2400 or email dswanson@woplc.org.

Dain Swanson, Director of Youth Ministries

P: 763.496.2409 E: dswanson@woplc.org

Dain Swanson is starting is" 7year as Director of Youth
Ministries at Word of PeaceDain lives in Fridley with his wife
Heather. Along with being the goofy youth guy, Dain also is the

brains and voice of Sol(e)d Out Worship, Word of Peace video
LJ & a

producer, resident techie and free huggeB | A y Qa
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and going without shoes for as long as possible.

Mari Reed, Youth Administrative Coordinator
P: 763.496.2424 E: mreed@woplc.org
Mari Reed has been a member of Word of Peace for 7 yddasi

lives in Rogers with her husband Randy son Colton, dog Gemi

and has a daughter that lives in PlymouBhe is also one of the
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Cheer Team at RHS, Works Disaster Relief for Salvation Ar

rescues & fosters animals and loves to ride bike, workout, garden|

motorcycle and spend time with family & friends.

Confirmation

Ages: 6thfi 8th Grade

September i May

Word of Peace Confirmation is a dynamic ministry that pre-
pares Middle School studentst(@) to connect faith to daily
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students to reaffirm their baptism. Students attend large group
gathering that includes music, games, skits and a lesson taught
by a pastor. Students also meet in small groups led by an adult
mentor, a high school student mentor, joined by 8 of their
peers. These small groups provide students with a safe place to
discuss faith, life, and the weekly lesson. Students also partici-
pate in a monthly fellowship/service event, where they social-
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To register, please contact Carrie Fischer at 763.496.2406.

[912] Small Groups
Ages: 9thii 12th Grade
September i May
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youth to build positive, Christian relationships with other teens.
Small Groups are divided by grade level (2) and offer teens

the chance to participate in Bible study, community service,
and fellowship opportunities. Groups meet weekly at Word of
Peace from 7:30 9:15 pm.




